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1.

EoDB rankings manipulated by WB for China, UAE and Saudi etc. by cherry picking the best cities
to base EoDB on. The parameters are {problematic ones underlined)

Starting a Business,

Dealing with Construction permits,

Electricity availability,

Property registration,

Credit availability,

Protecting minority Investors,
Paying Taxes,

Trading across borders,

Contracts enforcement,

Resolving Insolvency.

WB plans to add two more parameters, namely, employing workers and contracting with the
government to the list. Also plans to add Bangalore and Kolkata to list of Indian cities.

It gave a few pointers to improve objectivity of ranking eg. New indicators, increased
transparency, combine data collection with experiential method.

Now EoDB to be discontinued due to credibility issues

Ukraine-Russia war

a. WHY — NATO membership of Ukraine is against post-cold war promises + Long standing
security and geopolitical aspirations of Russia as seen in Crimea etc

b. India’s stand —

1) Stop violence and deal with situation peacefully.

2) Abstained from voting in UNSC and UNGA
'--\_’_-

3) Operaﬁon@to evacuate Indians
4) Diplomatic abilities showcased by allowing Indians to enterw and

Slovakia without visas to escape.
5) Displayed non alignment by neither supporting nor decrying actions plus maintained relations
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with all by holding summits with quad members (STRATEGIC BALANCING)
c. Issues for India -

Oil Prices will rise and so will natural gas. India imports 80% of its oil (25% of its total imports) and
f thus pressure on 1) imports; 2) Inflation (Oil is 9% in WPI; 93% of sunflower oil from Ukraine and
russia); and 3) rupee. 4) FinMin highlighted rising CAD and FD due to this.

2 __ Indian students and diaspora. (totél 20,000

How to navigate the position and statements given that we have partners on both sides. UNSC
meeting to decide is tightrope. S T R B !

\’) Indo-Soviet treaty on peace and friendship (1971) binds both parties to abstain from assisting
third party that engages in conflict with any one party.

d. How — Russia recognized Luhansk and Donetsk as sovereign republics and sent aerial forces.
Additionally hybrid warfare tactics such as Information control, propaganda, cyber attacks and
support to pro Russian separatists.

e. Global response —

1)} NATO and western world condemned + NATO sen@

AT O y
ge{:z}'z) USA and west sanctions by(zreezméaccounts suspension o@ use; Even Switzerland froze
= ————
~Russjan assets in banks

‘\) 0 D ﬁ @ é D STREAM E}suspended by EU

4} China Supparfed Russia by calling global sanctions illegitimate
5) Anti-War protests in Russia
,Jllng against Russia on Ukraine’s complaint of genocide which is against genocide
,_/Q/’J_ convéntion of which both Russia and Ukraine are a part
N ‘.\,%_' 7) UNGA removed Russia from UNHRC by 2/3 majority, and India abstained from vote
(Abstentions don’t count in total tally)
EU Q/”/ ' 8) EU banned the @rom Russia and thus 10BnS yearly loss

f. Global issues -

1) Rise in(oil prices and éa>’to affect households especially for EU and Russia is using gas supply as
leverage but double edged sword as it needs revenue

""‘&3:; \\M 2) Ukraine is a major heat produc andd@luminium ﬂ W
J —_—_—

otash, Oil, coal etc all disrupted and thus rise in global COTT modlty prices
M/ C903/

3) Ukraine produces 50% of the world’s neon that is used in semiconductor mfg
4) Global sanctions led to 20% inflation in Russia and fall in Ruble
5) Shortage of goods and bank runs in Russia /

ac from black sea
8) Globallsatlon Eomt how dlsruptlon ?’Wc. has led to worldwide inflation
(essay and GS1) — : ~

g. Opportunities for India —



— — — e — —— o = p—
¥
| - o
|
1
.
L
] T TR | ’ . .
1 1
. -
S -
L
..—" .-‘I_
] ._ll:li'.'l
|._ B ] I v
R
. - =
L3 -
T LI
- e
= w 1 =
- -
— ] - II -
- - -
- 1
Lo
- I
jl 1] ol
1
N -
1

™ ™ ™ s S Gl e e

L e



Gas/oil deals with Russia and Iran done;
"‘r b
W: s Russia veto;
India started(importing oi
Strengthen relationship wit}
India to get russian oil at discount by paying in roubles

Russia and Iran signifying deeper ties;

s

despile different stands on issue (done);

7 91$

Originated from “World economic summitor US, UK, Canada, Ger, Italy, Jap, Frasan

informal grouping

0

b. Initially only global economic issues discussed — Oil crisis etc
—

c. By[1990s/security and foreignypolicy also discussed

d.’ éOZZ eeting saw Indian participation also and thus
1. Agreement on ensuring free speech and liberal democratic principles
2. Free flow of Information"?oniinaand free media + free internet
rree ree mea

3. Cyber secyrit and resilience
4. Ensuringderacity of inf ation online

5. Clean and accessible %% Ecus led by India

e. Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investmen )launched to counter BRI and to
launch@00BnS by 2027 Yo build connectivity Infra in asia, Africa and Europe and South
America. It is the successor t will focus on

1. ICT infra (5G, cyber security - OT

2. Climate resilient and green infra

3.Global Health infra Q
4. Gender equality and equity based infra W

(Minerals Security Partnership
1. US led initiative to secure r critical minerals such as Lithiym, Nickel and Cobalt
+ rare earths ”

—_—

2. a part of the initiative

3. Aimis to@uce dependencé on China

4. Batteries, electronics and i conductor related stuff
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12U2 (West Asian Quad)

1. Basedo accords and thus unites IND-USA-UAE-Israel
2. Allows strategic balancipg offfslamic World and Israe
_____._.—-—-—":P

gm wi‘ gn m; strategic interest in Middle East
e ey

CURITY, Geopolitics of AFGHANISTAN

TERRORISMy

4. Military support and collaboration Wlth USA, Israel fo forf Remote sensing data
-__‘_-?

-____'_""—'—7
5. @om UAE

6. Water, trade, diaspora and technology related stuff

Partners in the Blue Pacific #Y<V> +Sapt N Z

§mJ.Q Ts. NM
1. C, Aus, NZ, UK, }a@made a new organization for effective and efﬁcnent@ th
<Kﬁ_i’nall island nation®)in the pacific due to Chinese activity e-s|an 5

—

IMF

Why

. , . .
The IMF was established i the aftermath of the Great Depression and WW2 to build a
framework for international economic cooperation.

Structure

1. Representations from and power to add/delete
member @ hange @ ocation an @ hanges. Voting power wrt quota.

2. |Executive boaﬁ Powers delegated by BoG foydaily flinctioning etc. with 24 members.
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WTO

W

m

3. ( Managing director * reports to EB and manages staff etc.

v
EB
Mc MD

4. (Ministerial committees) The BoG is advised by'two ministerial committees) the

International Monetary and F|nanC|aI Committee (IMFC) and the Development Committee.

_—

Functions
1. w— BoP issues, Currency issues, Import cover issues, systemic issues Eg. India imf loan

2.

3.

in 1991 for import cover, Pak imf loan in 2019 for Systemic issues

\§urvei![anc§bf economies - monitors the international monetary system and global
economic developments to identify risks and recommend policies for growth and financial
stability

Capacity\Development - technical assistance and training to governments, including central
banks, finance ministries, revenue administrations, and financial sector supervisory agencies

4. |Research and report; eg. IFSR, WEO

Reform pointers —

1. /Quota and SDRallocation to reflect India. China, eu reality
2. Hasket of currencied

3. Support theld

ev ountries throughyArticle IV reformsyto ensure better credit ratmg

and easier {fi Article IV consultations are instruments of monitoring and -
surveillance of the economy through which tracking is done

"@ uled against India for gj wng sugar subsidies violative @ld Agreement on Subsidies

and Countervailing measures (SCM} that are greater than de minimis 10% subsidy rule
a. Production assistance b. Transport subsidy c. Marketing assistance

WTO has a sub-group calleg Joint Statement Iniﬁ@}sn consisting of developed world countries
which seek to promote their interests. India and South Africa oppose this as it is against the consensus
based mechanism of WTO. Thus India can pursue an independent trade block for digital transactions.

India and South Africa proposal for@nder TRIPS on COVID vaccines and drugs

India signeit@ and@while in talks with Israel, Canada, UK and EU.

12th)Ministerial 2022 £ Geneva package
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(D P waivuse but No Sewddy

WTO gra ntefor Covid vaccines but still production secrets not shared. Too little
too late. . :
), Fiohirg subsidig

WTO Agreement on fishing idies (AFS) to equalize market in pursuance on SDG 14.

Issye for India as it will reduce scope of fishing subsidies by ensured that we get 2
Jransition period. This will lead to poor competitiveness as Indian fisheriesis
dominated by small fishermen, unlike international large infra and deep sea compam
companies will now do deep sea fishing beyond EEZ.

c. WTO put a moratoriug one-commerce tariff$> Thus no custom duties on online services.
p noratenium —_—

d. India’s demand for peace clause on government t and G2G sales of grains
not addressed

e. 25 year moratorium on peace clauses and subsides coming to end and thus problematic for
India

f. India Ied@@on ensuring that@FP contribuﬁo& remain unaffected by export
restrictioRsTo ensure humanitarian assistance even at the cost of domestic food security.

g. India led programme or(a’ss/is;l;\'g LDCsensure food security and boost agri production,

————
h.
STRUCTURE

o b e |G e Trnes ) Facuommea | M

MANDATE - ENSURINORDER IN GLOBAL TRADE THROUGH THE FOLLOWING

a.
b.
C.

d.

Non-discrimination

Opening trade

Predictability and transparency

Fair competition






e. Support for less developed countries
. Protection of the
g. Inclusion

e
h. Partnerships

0

i. Digital trade

L S

SL protests ). whslio:

1. @ and hig'@due to systemic issues and global issues such ac.
Eas day killings led toa steep reduction in tOVID exacerbated issue, Tax

policy changes and¢“Organic only” agricultural policy-further led to inflation and reduced
government revenues. SLemigrants 3lso lost work and thus less remittance and le @
currency.

2. @gency} f@ﬁ@ves depletion and thus reduced availability ofuel,

food, meat etc.) through import and consequentl,y-‘mHeavy depreciationof currency
also =

"~
Br e +M'f‘i;“-e +V

3. India supported throug@ and dssistance ort%us helping negotiations with IMF

4. Sl enforced emergency due to large scale p

5. India’s position and interests - ) N
a. Tamil refugees eg. Palk Bay as refugee corridor - Fm

b. Neighborhood stability Jp—

c. Financial and developmental assistance for strategic projects ed. Trincomalee
- .——————_'__'_\

d. Diaspora

e. Counterin "EEEE SL
f. Geostrategic and geopolitical footprint expansion in IOR
g. Position of regional leader championing democracy and rights

Colomba which adopted @ fresh chartef for members withw.eeﬁngs W
2. PM Modi ca ed/tween BIMSTEC members —— e FTA

—_—

3( Coastal shipping and interconnected electrical grid were also discussed %WM

4. Master pran for transport connectivity discussed ;

5. India said it will lead the “Security Pillar} in BIMSTEC <" :aw-ck
Tronppnl LoV
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NNECT AND

ULTURAL ONNECT, SOCIO-ECONO DE CULTURA?L‘
= \\_/,/ —

West Asia region 1Y \ M Y oguﬁ

=

14
1. Gulf area accounts for/60% of crude importsand 1.4Cr diaspors who send remittance
2. ro‘f India’s tot@nd significant investments from wealth funds

3. OlCissues due to religious issues

Quad (O @Indo f . () Ve-cune
1. (15t summit held evepand focused on controllingimportance of indo Eaciﬁc@ W‘L =
—

collaboration and focusing on 1Bn vaccines supply.

2. ean energy supply chain forum and collaboration @nd disaster relief operations. @E 5 @
n ’

. to tide over supply chain crises, post Covid etc (Thus FTA, Dev. Assista
P tech transfer etc.)
4. Technology and mili‘ra[y-andan lead to positive results for india

5 China calls it Asian NATO and says quad + AUKUS will militarize the IOR

6. Platform fo the egional security architectyire of IOR through collab, mititary
exercises eg. Malabar etc

7. _J.’_'f_(luad@;nmit leaders (2022) discussed -
a. Strategic balance of power in Indo-Pacific s C‘ B W
b. India pushing for a "Security component” in Quad TM/ p / ]9L/
c. Tech, Pharma, cyber security and infrastructure as strategic sectors where collaboration to

reduce china’s dominance
d.

w

Eurasia/Central Asia

1. Protests in Kazakhstan due to rising costs, leading to Russian military intervention
2. Main issues in Eurasian states are —

a. Internafpolitical instabilit and

b. Reduced globalization anith rest of the world

C. ( Depenmf Russia even in internationa! bodies and regional organizations
- —ee——eeee—}

’-"'--__________.,
(EEU and CSTO) -
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d. Chinese degengence f

e. Massiv€ ifequalities within these countries

China India border issues

a. Claim parts of arunachal Pradesh and Bhutan. Signaling mechanism and show of strength.

b. Infrastructure upgrade in Pang gong Tso to increase mobilization of troops

Fishd Murtsall

Indo Pacific

1. FRAMEWORK POINTS -
a. China South China Sea aggression Tr OJIL Mﬂ
b. International IawRuIe based order) < 05
c. Fishing and minerals
SWJ‘QI; '

d‘ as regional groupings for safe Indo-Pacific

e(Trade route3)across Malacca and access to choke points (SLOC) A,Uk_Uﬁ-i" Bualh
f lssues of international Peace due to war tensions between Taiwan-China (ADIZ)

g. Environmental concerns (Great Pacific Garbage Patch) W :

h. Spidh Raubes Tslards Di

(o] [®

—

1. Recently it condemned India for disrespecﬁnﬁhet Mohammed)
2. 0IC is the(Collective voc@of the Islamic world. Est. in1969) | <) 62
3. It seeks to engender@mmong Islamic states
4.It also seeks tq'protect Isla dicombat any defamation®

5. Also seeks to promote/democracy/ rights etc. in Islamic member states

6]STRUCTURH and FUNCTIONTNG -

a(Tslamic summit>- Heads of states — policy decisions and direction

b.(Council of Foreign Ministerd— Decision making body to implement =
c. Decision making by @p_r_ggnd membership by consensus; funding b

7. India has neither member nor observer status but seeking the same. Pakistan blocks Indias

Mandate

Pakistan National Security Policy
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First national security policy released by Pakistan

Context of failed economic issues and border issues,

Writes about @portance of Kash@for Pakistan, but no demand on 370 restoration

Spoke about internal security issues due to terror groups

Indo Pacific Economic Framework SM gnlg, M FTA

Formed iit (India is a member) to counter China’s strategic footprintin

1.
Indo-Pacific region
2. US led org. after TPP walkout in 2018
3. Enhance resilience, sustaibil inclusiveness, ecanomic growth, fairness and competitiveness
through|3 T approach rus, andnhance supply chains
4. T4 pillarg of IPEF _
. a. Connected Economy ow and digital trade
%; b. Resilient Economy in safeguards and reducing )
%._ c. Clean Economy <Energy/and decarbonisation —
d. Fair Economy — Money Laundering, Taxation and anti-corruption
P —
5. ltwill anto facilitate trade and connectivity but is(NOT an FTA fo increase
— —_——
market access
6. ASEAN + QUAD + NZ — (Myanmar, Laos and Camodia)
7. Indian Interests -
a._Regional block to(counter China’s dominanc&in Asian trade
b. Non binding commitments w of env and data localization
NATO e
Nhe, 1:-(7-! Mg, N P(‘yl hCOZ
1. Structure
a]Civilian structure\¢Nort i Councills the decision making body (not by voting but by

russels Secretariat ¥or administration. The Nuclear Planning Group is for

b. Military Structure M v efense from member states which
advises NAC on military strategy/Allied Command Operation ACO) is the NATO command




] el g T

e b e R
L. N Bl I I b b l:l-_._. -. -. I -

A K g el . -

o n 3 = II. : L
- u
. T I TR,
- .-' B .I_ EJ -.--—-:

e _.’5...;.:.‘1 3
Sl ... : - o L-*—- .F i.-*—

B I.. F. .I Ilillh-l
il i | R .

T T T [ i e S s e S S e S g S S S - ” M



responsible for operations worldwide and Allied Command Transformation (ACT) is responsible

for training and transformation for forces worldwide.

c. Consensus based mechanism of entry into NATO and now, urkey blocking Swederj and
—_—-_-_‘___._._._..—-"—.—-_.-

Finland's entry

o Mapdate  pomtPhce 4 Supppll rorae - |
democratic values and peace) and{fiilitary\(Support, crisis management) sed

on attack on 1 equals an attack on all.

3. Examples

a.Rolei support US wars
b. Role in Libyan war

c. Issues in Ukraine-Russia war

< wanoarel _
i.  MAINTAIN(INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITYAPEACEKEEPING AND P Em
PEACEBUILDING) = i e

ii. PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS (UDHR+UNHCR)

iii. DELIVER HUMANITARIAN AID (UNDP, UNICEF, WFP) (@) Howe- ded.
iv. PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT @fw . D~

J
v. UPHOLD INTERNATIONAL LAW (ICJ) W Logr2—

b. STRUCTURE

I. UNSC (PEACE AND SECURITY)
ii. UNGA (DELIBERATIVE, REPRESENTATIVE AND LEGISLATIVE ORGAN)
iii. TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL (HELP IN DECOLONISATION AND SELF GOVERNMENT)

iv. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL (POLICY, REVIEW WTC, ON ECOSOC)

v. IC

vi. SECRETARIAT (DAY TO DAY)
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AUKUS

Security alliance between Aus, UK, US to focus on transferring of Submarine technology L Australia from

UK and US.

Words

1.( Strategic activispf — Use activism for social causes strategically

2. alibration of strate

3. Foreign Policy
’_f
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